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Welcome To
Paradise!

With the constant attacks
against our community, it's
important that we keep
fighting and maintain
visibility.

k As we celebrate Fride
"5 Month, show your pride as
' much as possible.

\ Enjoy!
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June has always felt like a homecoming for queer women — a month where the air
itself seems to shimmer with possibility. Pride Month isn't just a celebration; it's a
reminder of our resilience, our joy, and our right to take up space. For leshians
especially, Pride is a time to be seen in our fullness: our relationships, our
friendships, our chosen families, our softness, our strength. It's a moment when the
world pauses long enough for us to breathe deeply and say, Yes. This is who we are.

And if there's any place that understands the heart of Pride, it's Key West.

Key West Pride is legendary — not just because it's fun (and it is wildly fun), but
because it's rooted in something real. The parades, the parties, the drag shows, the
women's events, the late night laughter on Duval — all of it sits on top of a long
history of radical welcome.

This island has been a safe haven for LGETQ+ people for generations. Long before
rainbow crosswalks and corporate Pride campaigns, Key West was already living its
truth. Queer artists, writers, bartenders, sailors, misfits, and dreamers found refuge
here, and the island embraced them without hesitation. It didn't just tolerate us — it
celebrated us.

That legacy is why Pride here feels different. It's not a performance. It's a pulse.

Across the country, Pride events are being challenged, restricted, or targeted. Queer
visibility is being politicized in ways that feel both familiar and exhausting. For many
LGBTQ+ people — especially queer women and trans folks — simply gathering in
public can feel like an act of courage.

This island has weathered storms, both literal and cultural, and still flies its rainbow
flag high. Pride here isn’t shrinking. It isn't apologizing. It isn't stepping back to make
reom for intolerance. If anything, the pressure from outside only strengthens the
island's resolve to protect its LGBTQ+ community. This year Pride will happen filled
with colorful events, street fairs, pool parties and unapologetic visibility and though
next year may be a different version, | have every confidence that it will continue.



Key West sends a clear message: Pride is not negotiable.

One of the most beautiful examples of that spirit is the Rainbow Fence Project,
created by our own Fence Fairy, Anne Brodsky. What started as a simple idea —
painting fences in rainbow colors to resist the rainbow coverup by the state — has
become a powerful symbol of solidarity, visibility, and loving resistance.

Anne's projectisn't loud or confrontational. It's gentle, colorful, and deeply intentional.
It ransforms everyday spaces into declarations of unity. It invites neighbors to pick up
a brush, share a conversation, and create something that says, “You are safe here.
You belong.”

In a time when gueer visibility is being challenged, the Rainbow Fence Project is a
reminder that resistance doesn't always look like shouting. Sometimes it looks like
color. Sometimes it looks like community. Sometimes it looks like a fence that quietly,
proudly refuses to blend in.

Key West doesn't just host Pride — it embodies it. The island's motto, One Human
Family, isn't a marketing slogan. It's a lived philosophy. It's why queer couples walk
hand in hand without fear. It's why chosen families flourish. It's why lesbians who visit
for a weekend often find themselves returning again and again, drawn by the sense
that this place sees them fully.

Pride here is woven into the island’'s DMA. It's in the rainbow crosswalks, the queer
owned businesses, the drag queens who know your name, the women's nights that
feel like home, the sunsets that remind you you're part of something bigger.

And it's in the people — people like Anne, people like the volunteers who show up
year after year, people who paint fences, raise flags, march, dance, and love loudly.

June matters because it reminds us of who we are. Pride matters because it reminds
us that we're not alone. And Key West matters because it proves that a community
built on love, acceptance, and authenticity can withstand anything.

Pride may be under aftack in some places, but here on this island, it remains
unshakable — vibrant, joyful, and fiercely protected.

Key West has been a safe haven for ages, and it will continue to be. Because Pride
isn't just an event here. It's a way of life. Lez Go Out and share our Pride, no matter
what.
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KEY WEST'S HOME ON THE
WATER FOR GAY MEN SINCE 1996

i

ALL GAY - ALL MALE - BYOB
SAILBLUQ.COM - (305) 923-7245



BEACH.
READS

LGBT Book Reviews by C [enni Qlﬂalmm.jm

“HOW T0 BE OKAY WHEN NOTHING IS OKAY" BY JENNY LAWSON
€.2026, Penguin Life | $29.00 | 288 pages

JENNY
LAWSON
: o9

So what are you gonna do next?

You can't decide. There are so many
choices and yvou know you're going to pick
the wrong one. That's the problem, you
never do anything right and vou don't
know what to do next. So here: take a
deep breath, take another, read “How to
Be Okay When Nothing is Okay”™ by
Jenny Lawson, and hit “reset.”

As someone who's always been open
about her mental health issues,
depression, ADHD and anxiety, Jenny
Lawson has purposefully collected bits of
advice to help her keep her head and her

adwr.:e to help her keep her head and her heart on-track throughout
her adult life. That random guidance has gotten her through a lot of
days, and she shares it in this book.

First of all, remember that we're all weird in one way or another.

You're not alone.

Forget people who rain on your parade; if there's something vou enjoy
doing and it's not hurting anyone, just do it, even if it's “childish’.”
Know that learning to love your flaws is something magical, and
humorously admitting them can be truly priceless.

Keep a list of things that make you happy. Add to it, revise it, but keep
it close; if you don't know where to start, look at Lawson's list for ideas.



Remember that everybody deserves applause, and that includes you.

Make a playlist of the music that makes you want to dance — and then
dance. Keep in mind that “Depression lies” and that you are always
and forever “worthwhile.” Give yourself permission to take solitary
breaks now and then. If you're feeling overwhelmed, do something
that's easy to accomplish. Teach others to help you by helping vourself.
Revive your creativity by trying something new.

Never be afraid to ask for help, even if it's just having someone listen
awhile. Prioritize sleep. Explore using color noises to help you focus or
chill.

And know that rules are often optional, so just be you.

We've all had them: a whole week’s worth of One of Those Days, where
everything turns south and you just want to go to bed for life. You need
a reset. That's when you need “How to Be Okay When Nothing is

Okay.”

From comfort and self-care to mood-boosts to confidence generators,
author Jenny Lawson offers advice for anyone with any kind of
mindset. Doubts are sent packing with this book. Self-flagellation can
turn into a pat on the back here. And the theme, over and over, is that
vou're not alone and that yvou can find help - which is underscored,
even if you already know it to your core. Lawson hammers it home,
along with all the right things to say, plus well-placed profanity,
camaraderie, and plenty of her signature humor,

This book is the perfect size to tuck in vour desk drawer, vour
lunchbox, briefease, or glove box. It's helpful, funny, and easily
browse-able, so if your mental health isn't so healthy today, find “How
to Be Okay When Nothing is Okay.” Look over your TBR pile, and
make it next.



Number One Rated Date Spot in the United States!
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7ISLAND
BISTRO

Ain't No Tail As Tasty As Yellow Taill

Two Seatings: 6PM & 8PM, Monday - Saturday

411 Petronia St
305-509-7271

Please book through « ) operTable:

DEAN TOWNSEND

YOUR KEY WEST REALTOR

WHETHER YOU ARE LONGING FOR A PART-TIME TROPICAL ESCAPE,
OR YOU CHOOSE TO SETTLE INTO THE ISLAMD LIFE PERMAMNENTLY,
| CAM HELP YOU DISCOVER THE CHARMING VICTORIAN COTTAGE,
STUNNING OCEANFONT CONDOMINIUM, OR HISTORIC
OLD TOWHN ESTATE OF YOUR DREAMS

| BET YOU WILL LOVE LIVING IN KEY WEST AS MUCH AS | DO.

J05-F42-1389 | DEANTOWHNSEND.COM
33D FLUMING STRELT, CEY WIEST, FL 33040
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GAY IT FORWARD

Well, kids, Pride season is upon us again. It doesn’t seem that
long ago that we were lamenting the khaki clad corporate
takeovers of our prides. Especially in our queerest locales. But,
oh my, how the pendulum swings. If we were once ornery about
how “these kids today don't know how rough it used to be", we
need not harbor that resentment any longer. Granted, none of us
wanted this swing back towards cruelty and closets. But, if this
change in the cultural winds is losing us some financial “fans”
when it comes to our community, let me suggest we welcome
back the original sponsor of Pride: radical queerness!

Lets get our dykes back on bikes, or leather daddies harnessed
up so they can pull the floats, and | want to see your freak flags
hanging from the back pocket of your cut-off daisy duke jean
shorts. Put down that clack fan that says “Citibank sponsors
Pride 2013" and pick up a brick. And if you're slightly less radical
and bricks are a little too much for you, then pick up a twink and
make out with it in the streets! Don't just say gay... be GAAAAY!
If they thought we were “shoving it down their throats™ when all
we were demanding was civil rights, just wait til they get a load of
my uncivil wrongs. (Emphasis on the "load.”)

Celebration in the face of hatred is one of the best weapons
any society has. And it's so often overlooked because, on its
surface, it doesn't look like fighting back, right? The idea of joy,
of laughter, seems frivolous when we seat it beside the idea of



evil in our minds. But to laugh in the face of evil? To love and to
dance in the wake of death and destruction? | cannot think of
anything more powerful.

Some of us remember a time where a gay weekend was spent
at a funeral in the morning, a protest in the afternoon... and then
dancing and loving as loudly as we could in the night. That is
how you survive a plague, a war, a lifetime.

So, this month, and until further notice, we are gaying it
forward. We're turning our amps up the edge of seventeen. We
are gonna get back to reminding our foes that we are here, we
are queer, and we no longer give a low-flying fuck if you get used
to it or not. | want all my grown-ass shes, gays, and theys to take
each of your children by the hand and show them how we used
to do things "back in the day.” And, in many ways, | am more
hopeful this time around. Because our enemies have always
been the same. They have not changed and they have not
evolved. That's always evil's fatal flaw: it always shows up the
same. It is us who have changed. Us who have grown and
learned and evolved. And, for the first time, it is us who have
multiple generations alive and fighting at the same time. We've
already beaten silence and death once!l We can do it again. And
we can, and will, do it while dancing!

Brad Loekle’s latest comedy special & album, “Brash Boys Club” is

available on Amazon, AppleTV, iTunes, and other platforms. He

was a semi-finalist on NBC's “Last Comic Standing”. He can be

seen every week on TruTV's “World’s Dumbest”, has written for

Joan Rivers on E! “Fashion Police” & tours internationally. His book,

“My Big Gay Life" is available on Amazon. For all this and more,
check out: www.bradloekle.com
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IUEONESOAY THE GOLD POOL PARTY
No clothing required, but wear something GOLD! Gold
crowns, tiaras, body paint, sequins, spandex - just make
g -8pm it GOLD! Free a izers, free shots, giveaways, and
. — 2-4-1 on all cocktails! $20 Donation benefits Womankind
Womendind  andincludes 3 free cocktails. Celebrating 50 Years!

FRIDAY MIDNIGHT MASS

JUNE S  comminai ater nuge projoctor screen. Lose yoor

10pm - 2am  inhibitions. Safe, sane and smoking hot!

SATURDAY SAUSAGE FEST POOL PARTY

d"nE E The title says it all! A naked Sausage Fest like no other!
Gourmet sausages from around the world, served by our

noon - 8pm  friendly pool boyz. Stoli frozen drinks, & food specials!

SUNoRY HOT NAKED SUNDAY POOL PARTY
J"“E 7 After church and before tea dance comes Island House!
A gay Key West tradition for OVER 20 YEARS!
noon - ¥em

POWERED

Czlebrmn"g(:/} gﬂfﬁ"g’ Df fabulous 519‘?0'_’

1129 Fleming St. | Key 33040 | IslandHouse.com
ALL GAY, Bl, TRANS, QUEER + BROTHERS WELCOME!
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Jhe BIGGEST & BEST
PARTIES of 2. WEEKEND

FRIDAY
JuLy 10,
1-5 Pm

IEI ORLEANS HOUSE
~~ GARDEN BAR

-~ PITA
L,
= --.f.;.;P.ARTY!‘_
~ DRINK ™

SPECIALS

~ 520 Entry to ;
the Garden Bar
~ or FREE with a
Weekend Pass.

MEN OMNLY IN THE
GARDEN BAR. FREE
CLOTHES CHECK.
ENTERTAINMENT,
MUSIC AND FUN!

- ~EELANCHR O — o

[Buurh{m 8, Pub (New Orleans ﬂu@

EBo b nStPub.c
Weekend Pas athKl_.lW st.com
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COME FOR THE WATER,
STAY FOR THE LOVE

—

DISCOVER TOYS,
PLEASURE PRODUCTS,
TEASEWEAR, AND MORE!

LOVE LOUDER, LAUGH LONGER, LIVE BRIGHTER

L. (305) 384-6647 Q 524 FRONT ST, KEY WEST, FL
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Pool Party g LEMESILNG

Pool Games and Drink Specials!
Guest DJ and Drag Queens.

SATURDAY, JUNE 6 « ALL DAY!
Pool PArty siartin ar noon!

Drink Specials, Pool Games and Prizes!

WR&A?MVS“HTIHE AT 10PM!

Where the bad boys and bad girls

come to play. Fetish attire encouraged.
Bourbon 8, Pub

Laser light dance party. '
LT DOVALREY WEST T

g SUNDAY;, JUNE 7 - 5PM
{ " Parane bay!
(New Orleans House$
BourbonStPub.com _.

View the paradel Pool Parties!
Where the boys are!




WHERE BAD BOYS AND . ..,
BAD GIRLS COLE 10 PLAY PiDE

; q
FETISH ATTIRE EHEUUH#EEI]‘ FREE CLOTHES EHEEIE‘M.L WELCOME
LASER LIGHT DANCE PARTY WITH DJ GWEH\THE MEN OF BOURBON

[Bﬂurh{m St, Pub) [Tmf Orleans Ho@

EnurhanStPub com @
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M. ANGIA MANGI A

PASTA & SEAFOOD CAFE

HOMEMADE PASTA, GLUTEN FREE & VEGAN
Open every day at 5:30 PM, seating until 10:00 PM.

INDOOR/OUTDOOR SEATING

900 Southard Street, Key West, FL 33040
(305) 294-2469

www.Mangia-Mangia.com
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y 2026 “GOLD” Pool Parties
in honor of our GOLDEN BIRTHDAY!
Gold décor, cups, balloons and crowns,
golden pool boys and everything gold!
Wepnespay, June 3np - 5-8rm Sunpay, Sertemeen 20TH - Noon-4pm
PRIDE EDITION!
Wepnespay, OcroBer 21s1 « 5-8pm
Sunpay, Jury 197H « Noon-4Pm FANTASY FEST EDITION!
Sunpay, AucusT 16TH - Noon-4Pm Wepnespay, Novemsenr 18TH - 5-8rm
TROPICAL HEAT EDITION!
Wepnespay, Decemsen 30TH = 5-8pm

Hew_r Yeans Eve FINALE!

¥ 1129 Fleming St. | Key West-FL 33040 | IslandHouse.com
ALL GAY, Bl, TRANS, QUEER + BROTHERS WELCOME!



WEEKLY EVENTS

ﬂl:l1
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberis Live at 9 PM

------------------------

WEDNESDAY

AR AR R R E R R

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM
Island House
Hot Naked Pool Party starting at 5 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Jeﬂ‘ Maoss singing live at 8 PM

Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberts Live at 9 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Jeff Moss singing live_at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM
Boys Night Out starting at 10 PM

Saloon 1
Cock Shock contest at Midnight

@ & & & & & & & B & @ & B & F B B R E R & @ &8

SATURDAY

801
Drag Shows at 5, 9, & 11 PM

Bourbon
Naked Pool Party at Noon
Jeff Moss singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberls Live at 9 PM

801
Karaoke starting at 4 PM
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
After Tea7 PM - 10 PM
Jeff Moss singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

Island House
Hot Naked Pool Party starting at Noon

801 - 807 Duval Street
Bourbon - 724 Duval Street
Island House - 1129 Fleming St
La Te Da - 1125 Duval St
Saloon 1 - 504 Pefronia St



ASK NANA

nana@keywestgayrag.com

My sister has asked me to be my nephew’s godfather. I'm not
religious at all. She’s part of a very liberal Unitarian church, so it's
not like there is any issue with me being gay or anything. | just
don’t know if it's the right thing to do ethically. Like, | don't believe
in God at all, so it is right for me to be a child's spiritual mentor?
Am | overthinking this?

Darling, if there's one thing I've learned in my near-century on this
muddy marble of a planet, hurling through space, it's that God is
what you make of him. Or it. Or them! | don't know if there is a god
or more than one. And if they do exist, | sure as shit don’t know what
they want us to do or what they were even thinking making us. They
should have stopped at sunsets and whales. Here's what | do know:
God always ends up being a reflection of the person invoking him...
or them... or it. Merciful and loving people praise and follow and
merciful and loving god. Meanwhile, all the pricks in the world reek
of the fire and brimstone of their vengeful god. The Greeks and
Romans made gods who were basically just us with fun powers and
strong livers. Many cultures have had gods that aren't even
humanoid at all. So, my advice to you is to think about this being
more about your nephew and less about a nativity. Your sister
wants you to be the person her child turns to for help and for
guidance when he feels like he needs to reach out past her grasp.
That sounds pretty lovely to me. Hell, you can raise him to believe
that Cher is an angel sent to Earth to teach us and that Whitney
Houston died for our sins! Why not have fun with it?



I'm not feeling much like pride this year. | usually love to go to a
few prides around the country and really celebrate. But everything
in the news and in the world is just really getting to me lately. I'm
trying to pump myself up and not let the world in, but it isn't
working. Do you have any advice on how lo get yourself out of a
funk?

| understand, kiddo. It's hard gz, 7 » P
to feel like Rainbow Brite when 3 e
the country (and the world) | d
seem to be going to hell in a . i 4 ey

knock-off handbag. First, |
would remind you that Pride
didn't start as a party. It started
as a riot. And in better times, we
should celebrate and recharge
our batteries. But it is important
to celebrate during the war "¢
times too. Joy and laughter and §
love are radical and powerful
forms of protest when fighting
against hate, That's right, sugar = '
bear, doing poppers on the dance floor in a harness and
tongue-fucking a stranger's face on a street corner are a form of
protest. | know it's hard to see the rainbows through the rain, sweet
boy. But if you look hard enough... you might just see that its still
raining men!

Is
L]
. L,

DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS? OF COURSE YOU DO! WHY NOT LET NANA HELP YOU?!
L-‘bedgfmz questions (o nana@keywestgayrag.com
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WHORE-@-SCOPES

AQUARIUS JAN 20-FEB 18

I'm not saying you're fat, but your
chair screams for help every time
you sit down.

PISCES FEB 19- MAR 20

That hot guy just asked for your
phone number? He must want
something fatty and unhealthy.

ARIES MAR 21-APR 19
You're not a hot mess. Just a tepid
train wreck.

TAURUS APR 20-MAY 20
Does your mouth ever take a
break?

GEMINI MAY 21 - JUN 20

They say you are what you eat.
Clearly, you've never eaten
Smarties.

CANCER JUN 21-JUL 22
You inspire people.... To be nothing
like you.

LEO JUL 23-AUG 22

I'm going to start calling you
“birthday cake” since you give
everyone a piece.

VIRGO AUG 23-SEP 22
You're about as dependable as my
WiFi signal!

LIBRA SEP23-0CT22
If you gain anymore weight, you’ll
fall out of both sides of your bed.

SCORPIO OCT 23-NOV 21
You're like a newspaper. A new
issue every day.

SAGITTARIUS NOV 22-DEC 21
You can mask your bad breath by
holding up your arms.

CAPRICORN DEC 22- JAN 19
The only thing standing between
you and your dreams is your
appearance, your lack of talent and
your general personality.



HOT NARKED POOL PRRTIES

HOT NAKED

SUNDAYS

FREE SHOTS / POOL/BOYS [ VIDEGS #MUSIC / GIVEAWAYS

www.islandhouse.com
1120 FLEMING ST KEY WEST 305.2904.6284
“All gay, hi trans, n:ulmm’xI + hruthtrs Htltm!.i A
7 Vi S

L — =

w 3 i S - -0



IsLAnd HouSe

1129 Fleming St - 305.294.6284

Day Pass Memberships Available 9am-1am

24hr food & bar full gym two jacuzzis
happy hour dry sauna sun loungers
pool parties steamroom sun deck

All Gay, Bi, Trans, Queer + Brothers Welcome



