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Memorial Day isn't just an

excuse for a long weekend,

though Key West will throw
some epic parties, it's

about remembering those
that gave the ultimate
sacrifice to protect our

country.

We proudly remember those

_ we've lost.
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If you've ever wondered what it feels like to live inside a sun drenched beach
scene filled with drag queens, mango trees, and women who can fix your sink
and your life, welcome to Key West in May. The island is starting to relax again
after high season, shaking off the last of the winter crowds, and settling into
that sweet spot where locals reclaim their favorite bar stools and visitors who
arrive now are savvy enough to know they've hit the jackpot.

And for lesbians? May is basically our unofficial holiday season. No one
declared it, but trust me — the island did.

Let's start with the obvious: Key West has always been gay and always will
be. It's not a trend. It's not a marketing campaign. It's not a rainbow washed
seasonal special - though we avidly support our rainbows. It's the DNA of the
island. The Conch Republic was queer before queer was cool, and the women
here have been guietly (and not so quietly) holding it down for decades —
running businesses, running households, running the local government,
running the show. Our community isn't just strong; it's the backbone of the
island’s culture, creativity, and resilience.

And in May, that strength shows up everywhere.

Take Songwriters Festival, for example. While the bros in cargo shorts are
busy arguing about which Nashville guy wrote which country hit, the lesbians
are already three steps ahead — perched at the back of the bar, sunglasses
on, iced drink in hand, scouting for the queer women with guitars. You can
spol us by the way we nod appreciatively at a well crafted lyric or the way we
whisper, “She definitely dates women,” with the confidence of a seasoned
wildlife tracker.

Then thera's Mother's Day weekend, which in Key West is less about brunch
with your biological mother and more about celebrating the many women who



raizsed you — your chosen family, your bar family, your softball team family,
your “we met at Womenfest in 2014 and never stopped texting” family. On this
island, motherhood is expansive, communal, and often accompanied by
mimosas.

May also brings the kind of weather that makes lesbians nationwide consider
relocating. The humidity hasn't reached its full *I'm here to ruin your hair and
your attitude” potential yet, and the water is warm enough for paddleboarding,
kayaking, and the classic lesbian sport of “accidentally” running into your
crush at Higgs Beach. If you've never locked eyes with a woman across a
shoreline while both of you pretend you're not checking each other out, you
haven't lived.

And let's not forget the locals' favorite May pastime: complaining about the
heat while simultaneously bragging about how much we love it here. It's a
delicate balance. You'll hear things like, “It's hot as hell," immediately followed
by, “But honestly, | could never live anywhere else.” That's the Key West way
— a little dramatic, a little proud, and always delivered with a wink.

Through it all, the island's motto — One Human Family — isn't just a slogan
we slap on bumper stickers. It's the truth of how we live. It's the reason queer
women feel safe holding hands on Duval. It's why newcomers are welcomed
like long lost cousins. It's why our community shows up for each other,
whether it's a fundraiser, a potluck, or someone simply needing a ride home
after realizing tequila was a mistake.

May in Key West is a reminder that queer joy isn't seasonal here. It's not
reserved for Pride or Womenfest or any particular weekend. It's woven into
the island’s rhythm — in the music drifting from open windows, in the laughter
echoing down Petronia Street, in the quiet moments when you realize you're
exactly where you're meant to be.

So if you're a lesbian looking for a sign to visit Key West in May, consider this
your official invitation. Come for the sunshine, stay for the community, and
leave with the knowledge that this little island at the end of the road has been
queer forever — and isn't changing anytime soon.

After all, paradise is better when it's shared. 50 Lez Go Out and do the nod at
Songwriters, wink at the beach and own this island this May... See you at the
bar.
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BEACH
READS

LGBT Book Reviews by Crwl,u Qmwlmmzjm

“KIDS, WAIT TILL YOU HEAR THIS! MY MEMOIR™
BY LIZA MINNELLI, AS TOLD TO MICHAEL FEINSTEIN

€.2026, Grand Central | 536.00 | 421 pages

Twenty feet in front of you, and you

Lizo Minnc“i can't see a thing.

Even the closest faces are in shadow - lit,
but not quite enough for you to see for
sure what the people there are thinking.
Still, vou can hear them, their gasps,
their laughter, and applause. Such is life,
on-stage. Now read “Kids, Wait Till You
Hear This! My Memoir® by Liza
Minnelli, as told to Michael Feinstein,
and read about it beyvond the spotlight.

Almost from the moment she was born,
Liza Minnelli was famous.

It was inevitable: her mother was Judy Garland. Her father was
director Vincente Minnelli. Her godparents were Hollywood glitterati,
her neighbors were famous, her playmates would be famous someday,
too.

But her life wasn't all starlight and happiness.

She made her stage debut as a toddler. She became her “mother's
caretaker” at age 13.

At 16, she had a growing career of her own — one that her mother tried
to stop. But, she says, “In her own way, Mama was wonderful to me.
Try understanding — she was my mother, not a movie star.... I knew
her as the person who loved me and always would.”



At 19, Minnelli was working, happy, and madly in love with the man
who'd become her first husband, and life was wonderful - until she
came home one day to find him in their bed with another man. Before
they were divorced, she lost her beloved mother, and became “engaged”
to two other men simultaneously, neither of which made it to the altar
with her.

She married her second husband, the son of one of her mother’s former
co-stars, in 1974 but her love affairs and addictions led to a second
divoree.

Her third husband was a stage manager.

She doesn’t have much good to say about her fourth, and last, husbhand.
Overall, she says, “You gotta play the comedy for all it's worth and
leave ‘em laughing. Even when your heart is breaking.”

Are you expecting bluntness, sass, or attitude here? Good, because
that’s what you get inside “Kids, Wait Till You Hear This!” It's strong
on honesty and don't-give-a-flip. It's wonderfully edited, so it moves
fast. It's eyve-opening and funny and a pleasant surprise for a first, and
only (so far), memoir.

Even better, author Liza Minnelli (with best friend, Michael Feinstein)
is really quite candid and nicely gossipy, starting from the beginning.
There are some Hollywood folks, in fact, who are feeling edgy tonight,
because of what's inside this book and the secrets spilled. Minnelli and
Feinstein seemed to have fun telling her story, and they comfortably
lure readers in.

That’s not to say that it's all a cabaret. Minnelli tells about her
addictions and recoveries, her marriages and why she wed two gay
men, and the losses she endured, including miscarriages, deaths, and
broken relationships, The bad balances well with the good for a tale
that’s several notches above most celebrity memoirs, “Kids, Wait Till
You Hear This!” is, in fact, a real joy to read, a genuine bright spot.



Number One Rated Date Spot in the United States!
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Ain't No Tail As Tasty As Yellow Taill

Two Seatings: 6PM & 8PM, Monday - Saturday

411 Petronia St
305-509-7271

Please book through « ) operTable:

DEAN TOWNSEND

YOUR KEY WEST REALTOR

WHETHER YOU ARE LONGING FOR A PART-TIME TROPICAL ESCAPE,
OR YOU CHOOSE TO SETTLE INTO THE ISLAMD LIFE PERMAMNENTLY,
| CAM HELP YOU DISCOVER THE CHARMING VICTORIAN COTTAGE,
STUNNING OCEANFONT CONDOMINIUM, OR HISTORIC
OLD TOWHN ESTATE OF YOUR DREAMS

| BET YOU WILL LOVE LIVING IN KEY WEST AS MUCH AS | DO.

J05-F42-1389 | DEANTOWHNSEND.COM
33D FLUMING STRELT, CEY WIEST, FL 33040
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WHAT'S IN A NAME?

As the world continues to wait to see if the billionaires and
power brokers of the world are more willing to blow up the
planet rather that release the Epstein files, I'm left mourning
all the victims. The children (now adults) who were abused
and some speculate even murdered just so the world's most
unattractive men could feel pretty and powerful on their
malevolent jaunts to Epstein Island. And I'm also left
mourning the existence and fate of the island itself. Though,
obviously, my sadness for the island is a bit more esoteric
than my sorrow for the human victims.

“Epstein Island” had a name long before that pedo-peddler
bought it. In fact, the name still stands as it's legal name: Little
Saint James Island. A lovely name. Though, | don't know if we
should still go with the “Little Saint James” as the image even
that invokes is now a bit tainted. “How little?” one immediately
worries? |s James okay? Does his parents know where he is?
Is he even a licensed massage therapist? (Since that is still
the bullshit cover story these monsters are peddling.)

So, if Little Saint James Island no longer feels right, and
Epstein Island never “felt” right for anyone other the worst of
the wrong people, we are left with a branding crisis. For, |
disagree with Shakespeare's Juliet when she flippantly
dismisses the value of the name itself. Sure, a rose would still



smell the same even if we'd named it “Gloria’'s Gang Rape”,
but | don’t know if they'd have “taken off” as the symbol of love
that they did by simply naming them “Rose.”

After all, Key West is known, eccentrically, for its free-range
poultry and alcoholic authors. But if a bill came forth to
rename the island: Chicken Shit Key or Suck on a Shotgun
Cover... me thinks the locals would protest.

| feel like we need to find a way to honor the victims of that
horrible place, remove the monster-in-charge's name forever
so that it doesn't become almost more powerful in death than
in life, and maybe even add something in the name that really
sticks it to the sorts of men who both raped and pillaged there
and the sorts of men who always celebrate and emulate
monsters like that.

Which is why I'm proposing a bold new name for the island.

| saw we rename the island: Kid Rock.

Brad Loekle’s latest comedy special & album, “Brash Boys Club” is

available on Amazon, AppleTV, iTunes, and other platforms. He

was a semi-finalist on NBC's “Last Comic Standing”. He can be

seen every week on TruTV's “World’s Dumbest”, has written for

Joan Rivers on E! “Fashion Police” & tours internationally. His book,

“My Big Gay Life" is available on Amazon. For all this and more,
check out: www.bradloekle.com
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8 GET YOUR LAY ON!

Dancer Boys, Shot Boys, =
Live D]'s Friday, Saturday
and Sunday & Drink Specials
All Weekend Long! :

QPR SATURDAY, MAY 23 - 1pm N
e LUAU POOL PARTY!
Pool and jacuzzi, play ‘

areas, multiple
sundecks.

All Welcome.
Hosted by
Holly
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M. ANGIA MANGI A

PASTA & SEAFOOD CAFE

HOMEMADE PASTA, GLUTEN FREE & VEGAN
Open every day at 5:30 PM, seating until 10:00 PM.

INDOOR/OUTDOOR SEATING

900 Southard Street, Key West, FL 33040
(305) 294-2469

www.Mangia-Mangia.com
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2026 “GOLD” Pool Parties in honor of our GOLDEN BIRﬁDAYI

Gold décor, cups, balloons and crowns, golden pool boys and everything gold!
,, \

Fripay & Satunpay, May 15 & 16TH « Sunpay, AucusT 16TH * Noon-4pm
5-6:30pm BOTH DAYs TROPICAL HEAT EDITION!
50TH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND BASH!

Sunoay, May 17TH - Noon-4pm

Sunpay, Sepremeer 20TH - Noon-&pm
* Webpnespay, OctoBen 21sT » 5-8pm

THE BIG ONE! . FANTASY FEST EDITION!
;vlﬁ%’ﬁjg?ﬁéﬁ?ﬂ“ r8pm, , ' Weonesoay, Novemser 187 « 5-8pm
Wepnespay, Decemsenr 30TH - 5-8pm
' Suppay, Jury 197H » Noon-4pm New Yeans Eve FINALE!
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% W 1129Fleming St. | Key WestFL 53040 | IslandHouse.com
ALL GAY, BI, TRANS, QUEER + BROTHERS WELCOME!
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WEEKLY EVENTS

ﬂl:l1
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberis Live at 9 PM

------------------------

WEDNESDAY

AR AR R R E R R

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM
Island House
Hot Naked Pool Party starting at 5 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Jeﬂ‘ Maoss singing live at 8 PM

Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberts Live at 9 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Jeff Moss singing live_at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM
Boys Night Out starting at 10 PM

Saloon 1
Cock Shock contest at Midnight

@ & & & & & & & B & @ & B & F B B R E R & @ &8

SATURDAY

801
Drag Shows at 5, 9, & 11 PM

Bourbon
Naked Pool Party at Noon
Jeff Moss singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberls Live at 9 PM

801
Karaoke starting at 4 PM
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
After Tea7 PM - 10 PM
Jeff Moss singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

Island House
Hot Naked Pool Party starting at Noon

801 - 807 Duval Street
Bourbon - 724 Duval Street
Island House - 1129 Fleming St
La Te Da - 1125 Duval St
Saloon 1 - 504 Pefronia St



ASK NANA

awm S&mﬁfa

nana@keywastgayrag com

m@ﬁm,

My mother is having a double hip replacement and is insisting
that | come home for “at least a month™ to help with her
recouperation. My father and her sisters who live nearby are
perfectly capable of helping her, so a lot of this is a guilt trip. And,
at a different time, | would have gladly done it but my mom and |
have grown a bit distant the last 10 years. She's a “triple Trumper”
and that's just not ok with me. She knows that and I'm very honest
about my thoughts on how she's really been morally and ethically
diminished, in my eyes, from all of this. But she just throws up her
arms and says, “agree lo disagreel!”

Am | bad kid for not going to be an extra set of hands in her
recovery?

It's sweet you worry about your own badness first instead of
questioning what kind of decent parent (or human being at all)
would triple down on President Taco Tits!! IF she was all alone in
the world, | would say do it for your own peace of mind and because
of your own humanity not for her. But it sounds like she's got her
basic bitch bases covered. So, | say you send her flowers, maybe
visit for a long weekend, and print out all the pages of the Epstein
files that mention her Favorite Fuhrer in them so that she has some
light reading while she laid up in her lounge chair. Also, never miss
an opportunity to swipe a few top-notch pain pills from an elderly
person! You only get one mother in this life. And they're only going
to give her Oxycodone so many more times!



Deat ﬁm,

A friend asked me to dog sit for her while she was out of town. |
love her dog and her dog loves me. But he clearly wasn't a fan of
her being away or of my apartment... or something... because he
pissed on my bed 5 times in 7 days. And, since | don't have any
pets myself, | didn't have a mattress protector on my bed. My
friend was very apologetic and said her dog has never done
anything like that. But she also hasn't offered to even contribute
towards replacing my mattress. | don't want this to put a strain on
our friendship. But I'm also not just going to not replace my
mattress. I've told her that | had someone come in a professionally
clean the mattress but that | still am not comfortable with how it
came out. She just continues to say how sorry and surprised she
is that Cooper (the dog) did that. But no mention of helping resolve
the problem. How should | brooch this subject of the bed?

Here's what you do: offer to take Cooper for a walk, then hold him
hostage tils she at least goes halvies on a new bed. I'm serious.
This is 2026. We're living in a dumpster fire and this woman thinks
she's not responsible for where or who her dog pisses and shits
on?! And this wasn't even a sex thing. This is a pet. That's only
slightly better than a child. And, if it was a child, I'd tell you to kidnap
that little fucker too. Some of these people walking these streets
need to learn how to take responsibility. If she can't afford to give
you all the money at once, that's fine. She’s still a friend. She can
make a Pissy Pooch Payment Plan with you. Though | will say,
once you get the new mattress, put a damn decent cover on it. Not
for pets but for the fact | assume you plan on having sex in your bed
between now and death. And they don't call it *“memory” foam for
nothing?! You don’t need it remembering too much.

DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS? OF COURSE YOU DO! WHY NOT LET NANA HELP You?!
.:Se;w?;amz ﬁfaﬁs?.’émza" fo- nana@keywestgayrag.com
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WHORE-@-SCOPES

AQUARIUS JAN 20-FEB 18
Stop  fantasizing about a
threesome. You can barely handle
a twosome or a onesome.

PISCES FEB 19- MAR 20

Don't blame the dryer for your shirt
not fitting, it was another appliance,
the refrigerator.

ARIES MAR 21-APR 19
Be glad that Google doesn't accept
reviews from your bedroom.

TAURUS AFPR 20- MAY 20
You have so few friends that spam
calls excite you.

GEMINI MAY 21 - JUN 20
As the weather warms, it's
important to remember that
deodorant is your friend.

CANCER JUN 21-JUL 22

If you gain any more weight, you're
going to have to start using a truck
stop to weigh yourself.

LED JUL 23-AUG 22
If you put in any less effort at work
you would be a customer.

VIRGO AUG 23- SEP 22

You said that today is your cheat
day. At what point do you admit
you're having a cheat decade?

LIBRA SEP23-0CT 22

Your clothes are so far out of style
that even the Salvation Army
refused them.

SCORPIO OCT 23-NOV 21
Your idea of dieting is to cut out
pizza. Replacing them with corn
dogs isn’t the best idea.

SAGITTARIUS NOV 22-DEC 21
You're the only person | know that
needs a recipe to make ice cubes.

CAPRICORN DEC 22- JAN 19
Mo, taking a swim doesn't count as
your monthly bathing!



HOT NARKED POOL PRRTIES

HOT NAKED

SUNDAYS

FREE SHOTS / POOL/BOYS [ VIDEGS #MUSIC / GIVEAWAYS

www.islandhouse.com
1120 FLEMING ST KEY WEST 305.2904.6284
“All gay, hi trans, n:ulmm’xI + hruthtrs Htltm!.i A
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IsLAnd HouSe

1129 Fleming St - 305.294.6284

Day Pass Memberships Available 9am-1am

24hr food & bar full gym two jacuzzis
happy hour dry sauna sun loungers
pool parties steamroom sun deck

All Gay, Bi, Trans, Queer + Brothers Welcome



